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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not within the range of 
50 to 150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Double Patenting 

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 
644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c) or 1 .321 (d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
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be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply 
with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

4. Claims 1-101 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 

double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-89 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 

each other because the active user registry system of claims 1-89 of U.S. Patent No. 

6,546,005 are broader than the active user registry system of claims 1-101 of the instant 

application. 

Referring to claim 1 , Application No. 10090602 claim 1 recites an active user 
registry system responsive to a request for communications contact information 
corresponding to a user, comprising: 

a. a computer; and 

b. a database, linked to the computer, 

containing communications information for contacting the user including a user 
identifier, a plurality of communications addresses and information corresponding to the 
user's preferred communications options; 

wherein the system determines a communications address for contacting the 
user in accordance with a comparison between a communications option accompanying 
the request and the user's preferred communications options. U.S. Patent No. 
6,546,005 claim 1 recites an active user registry system responsive to a request for 
communications contact information corresponding to a user, comprising: 
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a. computer; 

b. a database, linked to the computer, containing communications 
information for contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of 
communications addresses and information corresponding to the user's preferred 
communications options; 

c. a voice interface for enabling interaction with, and control and 
management of, the system from any available voice-compatible communication 
interface; and 

D. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database, the information stored in the cache for a 
particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options 
utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the database; 

wherein the system determines a communications address for contacting 
the user by brokering a communication in accordance with a comparison between a 
communications option accompanying the request and the user's preferred 
communications option. 

Application No. 10090602 claim 1 does not claim 

c. a voice interface for enabling interaction with, and control and 
management pf, the system from any available voice-compatible communication 
interface; and 
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D. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database, the information stored in the cache for a 
particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options 
utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the database. However, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to omit from claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 

c. a voice interface for enabling interaction with, and control and 
management of, the system from any available voice-compatible communication 
interface; and 

D. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database, the information stored in the cache for a 
particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options 
utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the database because the scope of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 1 is broader than claim 1 of the instant Application No. 
10090602. 

Referring to claims 2-16, Application No. 10090602 claims 2-16 are identical to 
claims 2-16 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 17, Application No. 10090602 claim 17 recites the system 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a voice interface for enabling interaction with, 
and control and management of, the system from any available voice-compatible 
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communication interface. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 1 recites an active user 
registry system responsive to a request for communications contact information 
corresponding to a user, comprising: 

c. a voice interface for enabling interaction with, and control and management of, 
the system from any available voice-compatible communication interface. Therefore 
claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 includes the limitation of claim 17 of the instant 
Application No. 10090602. 

Referring to claim 18, Application No. 10090602 claim 18 recites the system 
according to claim 1, further comprising a cache coupled to the database for storing 
information, for a particular subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to 
communications information for contacting the user stored in the database. U.S. Patent 
No. 6,546,005 claim 1 recites an active user registry system responsive to a request for 
communications contact information corresponding to a user, comprising: 
D. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, cbrresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database, the information stored in the cache for a 
particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options 
utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the database. Therefore, claim 18 
of Application No. 10090602 includes the limitation of claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 19, Application No. 10090602 claim 19 recites the system 
according to claim 18, wherein the information stored in the cache for a particular 
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subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options utilized 
over time by the subscriber upon access to the database. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 
claim 1 recites an active user registry system responsive to a request for 
communications contact information corresponding to a user, comprising: 
D. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database, the information stored in the cache for a 
particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications 
options utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the database 
Therefore, claim 19 of Application No. 10090602 includes the limitation of claim 1 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 20, Application No. 10090602 claim 20 is identical to claim 17 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 21, Application No. 10090602 claim 21 is identical to claim 18 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 22, Application No. 10090602 claim 22 is identical to claim 19 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 23, Application No. 10090602 claim 23 is identical to claim 20 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 24, Application No. 10090602 claim 24 is identical to claim 21 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 
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Referring to claim 25, Application No. 10090602 claim 25 is identical to claim 22 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 26, Application No. 10090602 claim 26 is identical to claim 23 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 27, Application No. 10090602 claim 27 is identical to claim 24 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 28, Application No. 10090602 claim 28 is identical to claim 25 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 29, Application No. 10090602 claim 29 is identical to claim 26 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 30, Application No. 10090602 claim 30 is identical to claim 27 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 31, Application No. 10090602 claim 31 recites an active user 
registry system responsive to a request for communications contact information 
corresponding to a user, comprising: 

a. a computer; and 

b. a database, linked to the computer, containing communications 
information for contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of 
communications addresses and information corresponding to the user's preferred 
communications options; 

wherein information corresponding to the user's preferred communications 
options is automatically learned in accordance with how the user interacts with 
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communication attempts from other persons. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 28 
recites an active user registry system responsive to a request for communications 
contact information corresponding to a user, comprising: 

a. a computer; 

b. a database, linked to the computer, containing communications 
information for contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of 
communications addresses and information corresponding to the user's preferred 
communications options; and 

c. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database; 

wherein information corresponding to the user's preferred communications 
options is automatically learned in accordance with how the user interacts with 
communication attempts form other persons and. wherein the information stored in the 
cache for a particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of 
communications options utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the 
database. 

Application No. 10090602 claim 31 does not claim 

c. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database; and 
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wherein the information stored in the cache for a particular subscriber is updated 
in accordance with a pattern of communications options utilized over time by the 
subscriber upon access to the database. However, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to omit from claim 28 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 

c. g cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database; and 

wherein the information stored in the cache for a particular subscriber is updated 
in accordance,with a pattern of communications options utilized over time by the 
subscriber upon access to the database because the scope of U.S. Patent No. 
6,546,005 claim 28 is broader than claim 31 of the instant Application No. 10090602. 

Referring to claims 32-40, Application No. 10090602 claims 32-40 are identical to 
claims 29-37 respectively of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 41 , Application No. 10090602 claim 41 recites the system 
according to claim 31, further comprising a cache coupled to the database for storing 
information, for a particular subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to 
communications information for contacting the user stored in the database. U.S. Patent 
No. 6,546,005 claim 28 recites an active user registry system responsive to a request 
for communications contact information corresponding to a user, comprising: 

c. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
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contacting the user stored in the database. Therefore, claim 28 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,546,005 includes the limitation of claim 41 of Application No. 10090602. 

Referring to claim 42, Application No. 10090602 recites the system according to 
claim 41 , wherein the information stored in the cache for a particular subscriber is 
updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options utilized over time by 
the subscriber upon access to the database. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 28 
recites an active user registry system responsive to a request for communications 
contact information corresponding to a user, comprising: 

c. a cache coupled to the database for storing information, for a particular 
subscriber, corresponding to an entry point to communications information for 
contacting the user stored in the database; 

wherein information corresponding to the user ; s preferred communications 
options is automatically learned in accordance with how the user interacts with 
communication attempts form other persons and wherein the information stored in 
the cache for a particular subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of 
communications options utilized over time by the subscriber upon access to the 
database. Therefore, claim 28 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 includes the limitation of 
claim 42 of Application No. 10090602. 

Referring to claim 43, Application No. 10090602 recites an active user registry 
system responsive to a request for communications contact information corresponding 
to a user, comprising: 

a. a computer; 
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b. a database, linked to the computer, containing communications 
information for contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of 
communications addresses and information corresponding to the user's preferred 
communications options; 

wherein the information corresponding to the user's preferred 
communications options includes information received over a communications link from 
a personal information source associated with the user U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 
claim 36 recites the system according to claim 28, wherein the information 
corresponding to the user's preferred communications options includes information 
received over a communications link from a personal information source associated with 
the user. Therefore, claim 43 of Application No. 10090602 includes the limitation of 
claim 36 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 44, Application No. 10090602 recites a method of operating an 
active user registry service accessible over a communications network, comprising the 
steps of: 

a. receiving a request for communications contact information corresponding 
to a user; 

b. searching a database containing communications information for 
contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of communications addresses 
and information corresponding to the user's preferred communications options; and 

c. determining a communications address for contacting the user in 
accordance with a comparison between a communications option accompanying the 
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request and the user's preferred communications options. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 
claim 38 recites a method of operating an active user registry service accessible over a 
communications network, comprising the steps of: 

a. receiving a request for communications contact information corresponding 
to a user; 

b. searching a database containing communications information for 
contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of communications addresses 
and information corresponding to the user's preferred one or more communications 
options; and 

c. determining a communications address for contacting the by brokering a 
communication in accordance with a comparison between a communications option 
accompanying the request and the user's preferred communications options; and 

d. converting a communication for the user into a form receivable by the user 
over at least one of the user's preferred communications options, including converting 
text portions of a facsimile message into a voice message. 

Application No. 10090602 claim 44 does not claim brokering a communication in 
accordance with a comparison between a communications option accompanying the 
request and the user's preferred communications options; and 

d. converting a communication for the user into a form receivable by the user 
over at least one of the user's preferred communications options, including converting 
text portions of a facsimile message into a voice message. However, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to omit from claim 38 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 brokering a communication in 
accordance with a comparison between a communications option accompanying the 
request and the user's preferred communications options; and 

d. converting a communication for the user into a form receivable by the user 
over at least one of the user's preferred communications options, including converting 
text portions of a facsimile message into a voice message because the scope of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 38 is broader than claim 44 of the instant Application No. 
10090602. 

Referring to claims 45-56, Application No. 10090602 claims 45-56 are identical to 
claims 39-50 respectively of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 57, Application No. 10090602 claim 57 recites the method 
according to claim 44, further comprising the step of converting a communication for the 
user into a form receivable by the user over at least one of the users preferred 
communications options. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 38 recites U.S. Patent No. 
6,546,005 claim 38 recites a method of operating an active user registry service 
accessible over a communications network, comprising the step of: 

d converting a communication for the user into a form receivable by 
the user over at least one of the user's preferred communications options, 
including converting text portions of a facsimile message into a voice message. 
Therefore, the limitation of claim 57 of Application 10090602 is included in claim 38 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 
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Referring to claim 58, Application No. 10090602 claim 58 is identical to claim 51 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 59, Application No. 10090602 claim 59 recites the method 
according to claim 57, wherein the step of converting a communication for the user into 
a form receivable by the user over at least one of the user's preferred communications 
options includes converting text portions of a facsimile message into a voice message. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 38 recites U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 38 recites a 
method of operating an active user registry service accessible over a communications 
network, comprising the step of: 

d. converting a communication for the user into a form receivable by the user 
over at least one of the user's preferred communications options, including converting 
text portions of a facsimile message into a voice message. Therefore, the limitation of 
claim 59 of Application 10090602 is included in claim 38 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 60, Application No. 10090602 claim 60 includes the d. 
limitation of claim 58 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 61, Application No. 10090602 claim 61 includes the d. 
limitation of claim 59 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 62, Application No. 10090602 claim 62 includes the d. 
limitation of claim 60 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 63, Application No. 10090602 claim 63 includes the d. 
limitation of claim 61 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 
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Referring to claim 64, Application No. 10090602 claim 64 includes the d. 
limitation of claim 62 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claims 65-70, Application No. 10090602 claims 65-70 are identical to 
claims 52-57 respectively of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 71 , Application No. 10090602 claim 71 is included in the c. 
limitation of claim 28 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 72, Application No. 10090602 claim 72 is included in the c. 
limitation of claim 28 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 73, Application No. 10090602 claim 73 is identical to claims 17 
and 64 of U S, Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 74, Application No. 10090602 claim 74 is identical to claims 18 
and 65 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 75, Application No. 10090602 claim 75 is identical to claims 19 
and 66 of U.S/ Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claims 76-81, Application No. 10090602 claims 76-81 are identical to 
claims 67-72 respectively of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 82, Application No. 10090602 claim 82 recites a method of 
operating an active user registry service accessible over a communication network, 
comprising the steps of: 

a. receiving a request for communication contact information 
corresponding to a user; 
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b. searching a database containing communications information for 
contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of communications addresses 
and information corresponding to the user's preferred communications options; 

wherein the user's preferred communications options are 
automatically learned in accordance with how the user interacts to communications form 
other persons; and 

c. determining from the database a communications address for 
contacting the user. U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 73 recites a method of operating 
an active user registry service accessible over a communications network, comprising 
the steps of: 

a. receiving a request for communications contact information 
corresponding to a user by retrieving contact information form a cache maintained for a 
subscriber information corresponding to an entry point to communications information 
for contacting the user stored in the cache maintained for a subscriber is updated in 
accordance with a pattern of communications options utilized over time by the 
subscriber upon access to the database; 

b. searching a database containing communications information for 
contacting the user including a user identifier, a plurality of communications addresses 
and information corresponding to the user's preferred one or more communications 
options; wherein information corresponding to the user's preferred communications 
options is automatically learned in accordance with how the user interacts with 
communications attempts form other persons; and 
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c. determining from the database a communications address for 
contacting the user. 

Application No. 10090602 does not claim by retrieving contact information form a 
cache maintained for a subscriber information corresponding to an entry point to 
communications information for contacting the user stored in the cache maintained for a 
subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options utilized 
over time by the subscriber upon access to the database. However, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to omit 
from claim 73 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 by retrieving contact information form a 
cache maintained for a subscriber information corresponding to an entry point to 
communications information for contacting the user stored in the cache maintained for a 
subscriber is updated in accordance with a pattern of communications options utilized 
over time by the subscriber upon access to the database because the scope of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 73 is broader than claim 82 of the instant Application No. 
10090602. 

Referring to claims 83-91, Application No. 10090602 claims 83-91 are identical to 
claims 74-82 respectively of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 92, Application No. 10090602 claim 92 includes the a. 
limitation of claim 73 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 93, Application No. 10090602 claim 93 includes the a. 
limitation of claim 73 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 
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Referring to claim 94, Application No. 10090602 claim 94 includes the limitation 
of claim 74 of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Referring to claim 95, U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005 claim 83 is broader than claim 
95 of Application No. 10090602. 

Referring to claims 96-101, Application No. 10090602 claims 96-101 are identical 
to claims 84-89 respectively of U.S. Patent No. 6,546,005. 

Conclusion 

5 Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamal A. Fox whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3143. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to 2600 Customer Service whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 
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